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the wilderness, even so must the Son of man be lifted
up; that whosoever believeth may in him have eternal
life" (John 3:14, 15).
His enemies cried out to Pilate, "Let him be crucified!" (Matthew 27 :22). They were dedicated, embittered,
hardened enemies who cried, "His blood be on us, and on
our children" (Matthew 27 :25). And so, they lifted Him
up on the cross crucifying Him, as Peter later charged,
"by the hand of lawless men" (Acts 2:23).

Christ'sCompelling Call

Christ
was the most confident and poised individual
that ever lived among men. He appeared among men to
reintroduce God and effect a saving relationship between
God and man. This task obviously required an inviting
message, a stirring call, and a compelling attraction. In
John 12 :32 Jesus reveals the secret of this necessary
attraction. "And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will
draw all men unto myself."
None of our contemporary hesitancy is detected in
that statement. No question existed in His mind about
how men could be drawn to Him, and thereby to His
heavenly Father. The formula is direct and unambiguous
- " ... if I be lifted up from the earth, and will draw all
men unto myself." Christ -- "lifted up from the earth" -is the Biblical formula for attracting men to their Savior.
A study of the New Testament reveals that Christ
has been "lifted up" in at least three distinct ways. There
is the method by which His enemies lifted Him up -- on
the cross of Calvary. Jesus foretold His death by this
method in referring to an Old Testament incident. In His
conversation with Nicodemus about the new birth our
Lord remarked, "And as Moses lifted up the serpent in

In direct and glorious opposition to this terrible deed
was the "lifting up" of Christ by God -- in the resurrection and ascension. Peter sounded forth these great
truths immediately after they occurred. "Ye men of
Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a man approved of God unto you by mighty works, and wonders
and signs which God did by him in the midst of you,
even as ye yourselves know; him, being delivered up by
the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God, ye by
the hand of lawless men did crucify and slay; whom God
raised up, having loosed the pangs of death; because it
was not possible that he should be holden of it" (Acts
2 :22-24).
God did allow the humiliation of His Son in order
that man might be freed from the shackles of sin permitted Him to be "lifted up" by His enemies. But
there was also a heavenly "lifting up" of Christ -- from
the crucified Jesus to the resurrected Christ -- this was
the manner in which Christ was lifted up by God. In view
of this wonderful event Paul counsels Christians," ... seek
the things that are above, where Christ is, seated on the
right hand of God."
Christ's friends also have the privilege of exalting
Him. On the day of His ascension Christ ordained, "Go
ye into all the world, and preach the Gospel to the whole
creation. He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved;
but he that disbelieveth shall be condemned" (Mark 16:
15, 16). Those who would honor Christ today are hard
pressed to explain their failure to fully implement this
great order. The followers of Christ must demonstrate
stedfast obedience to all His wishes and desires.
When we recognize the New Testament message known
as the "gospel" we more readily understand how Christ's
friends can exalt Him. Notice Paul's definition or expla~
nation of the gospel message. "Now I make known unto
you, brethren, the gospel which I preached unto you,
which also ye received, wherein also ye stand, by which
also ye are saved, if ye hold fast the word which I

preached unto you, except ye believed in vain. For I
delivered unto you first of all that which also I received:
that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures;
and that he was buried; and that he hath been raised
on the third day according to the scriptures" (I Corinthians 15:1-4).
It is in the Gospel of Christ that His friends lift Him
up, for no other message is so Christ-filled. Here is an
unsophisticated, unvarnished presentation of what Christ
did for us -- His death, burial, and resurrection. This
helps us better understand an unusual statement made
by Paul earlier in the same First Epistle to the Corinthians. "And I, brethren, when I came unto you, came
not with excellency of speech or of wisdom, proclaiming
to you the testimony of God. For I determined not to
know anything among you, save Jesus Christ, and him
crucified" (I Corinthians 2 :1, 2).

Paul's major concern wherever he traveled and
labored as a Christian was the lifting up of Christ! From
Paul, yea, from all the early friends of Christ we could
learn so much today! Christ is lifted up by His enemies
on the cross, by His heaven.ly Father in the resurrection
and ascension, and by His friends in the proclamation of
the Gospel. "And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will
draw all men unto myself" (John 12:32). The true and
continuing attractiveness of Christ centers in His death
for all men.
The strange attraction of the cross is unparalleled in
history. Great leaders have done many things to gain
followers. But almost without exception these same leaders have been paralyzed by the fear of physical death.
But into the world comes a man sent from God to perform the greatest
task that ever burdened human
shoulders -- the redemption of all creation. And out of
His noble purpose comes the cruel and criminal execution
of Calvary.
Notice the tragedy of the cross. God, the Son, left
His heavenly home to assume a mortal frame. He willingly surrendered His eternal life for frail and temporary
human life. He gave up divine glory and honor for the
degradation and despair of the crucifixion. Let the
Apostle Paul describe the tragedy of the cross. "Have
this mind in you, which was also in Christ Jesus; who
existing in the form of God, counted not the being on an
equality with God a thing to be gra ~ped, but emptied
himself, taking the form of a servant, being made in the
likeness of men; and being found in fashion as a man, he

humbled himself, becoming obedient even unto death, yea
the death of the cross" (Philippians 2 :5-8).
Observe the discovery of the cross. God had come to
reconcile man to Himself. God visited our planet! "To
wit, that God was in Christ reconciling the world unto
himself, not reckoning unto them their trespasses, and
having committed unto us the word of reconciliation"
(II Corinthians 5:19).
The cross also leads us to the depths of God's love.
"For scarcely for a righteous man will one die: for peradventure for the good man some one would even dare to
die. But God commendeth his own love toward us, in that
while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us" (Romans
5:7, 8).
The cross leads men to discover the righteousness of
God. "But now apart from the law a righteousness of
God hath been manifested, being witnessed by the law
and the prophets; even the righteousness of God through
faith in Jesus Christ unto all them that believe; for there
is no distinction; for all have sinned, and fall short of
the glory of God; being justified freely by his grace
through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus: whom
God set forth to be a propitiation, through faith, in
his blood" (Romans 3 :21-25).
No other vehicle leads men to such wonderful discoveries as the cross of Christ. In that never-to-be-forgotten event man discovers God -- His love and His
righteousness.
Notice not only the tragedy and discovery of the
cross but also its efficacy. Many sacrifices were offered
in the intervening years between the first Adam and
the second Adam. Notice this comparison between the
Old Testament sacrifices and the sacrifice of Christ. "For
if the blood of goats and bulls, and the ashes of a he:ifer
sprinkling them that have been defiled, sanctify unto
the cleanness of the flesh: how much more shall the blood
of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without blemish unto God, cleanse your conscience
from dead works to serve the living God?" (Hebrews
9:13, 14).
No small wonder our Lord was so confident when He
asserted, "And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will
draw all men unto myself." In the tragedy, discovery, and
efficacy of the cross one approaches the most sublime
theme ever considered by the heart of man.
But no amount of discussion about His death will
fulfill the requirements of our text -- that Christ be

lifted up. Therefore, as difficult as it may be, I propose
to consider Christ in His death -- to once more "lift up"'
the Savior, as He dies for the world. If Christ can be lifted
up today, we will be drawn to Him!
Observe Him as He faces His death. I have seen all
sorts of men face death in many different situations.
Some screamed agonizing cries for mercy in quick death
following horrible accidents. 0 t h e r s languished for
months in slow but certain deterioration. Teenagers here
today and taken tomorrow in one swift stroke of tragedy.
Adults in the prime of life facing the certainty of an
incur~ble disease. But, my friends, I have never seen one
die like Christ died.
The general context for His death is pictured in
Matthew's Gospel. After praying in the garden of Gethsemane three different times and on each occasion finding Peter, James, and John asleep when they should
have been waiting in agony, our Lord comes again to
the place in the garden where they supposedly waited
to do His bidding and said, "Sleep on now, and take your
rest: behold, the hour is at hand, and the Son of man
is betrayed into the hands of sinners" (Matthew 26 :45).
If only royalty could have taken my Lord! Even if the
High Priest of the Jews had led a dignified delegation
out to make the arrest! But God's Son "betrayed into the
hands of sinners" -- this set the pace for all the base
things to follow.
Jesus faced His death quietly. "And when he was
accused by the chief priests and elders, he answered
nothing" (Matthew 27:12). When questioned by Pilate,
"he gave him no answer, not even to one word: insomuch
that the governor marvelled greatly" (Matthew 27:14).
Our Lord was calm in the midst of this travesty
on justice. Matthew records that Jesus faced the angry
mob who came to arrest Him with these words: "Are ye
come out as against a robber with swords and staves to
seize me? I sat daily in the temple teaching, and ye took
me not" (Matthew 26:55).
There is nothing unreal about Christ's death. He
wrestled with Himself in Gethsemane just like other men
have struggled with death. He faced death quietly, calmly,
and submissively. Before being arrested by the mob He
gained control of Himself through prayer and submission
to His Father. "And he went forward a little, and fell
on his face, and prayed, saying, My Father, if it be
possible, let this cup pass away from me: nevertheless,
not as I will, but as thou wilt" (Matthew 26:39).

Jesus was also confident in death. Caiaphas, the
high priest, questioned Him that night, "I adjure thee
by the living God, that thou tell us whether thou art the
Christ, the Son of God" (Matthew 26 :63). With no fear
or trepidation whatsoever Christ responded, "Thou hast
said: nevertheless I say unto you, Henceforth ye shall
see the Son of man sitting at the right hand of Power,
and coming on the clouds of heaven" (Matthew 26 :64).
There He is, quietly, calmly, submissively, and confidently moving toward the most cruel and terrifying
death known to His age -- crucifixion.
Notice how He was handled the night of His arrest
and early the next morning. Of His Jewish reception
Matthew tells us, "Then did they spit in his face and
buffet him: and some smote him with the palms of their
hands, saying, Prophesy unto us, thou Christ: who is he
that struck thee?" (Matthew 26 :67, 68).
His Jewish enemies carried Him to the Roman
governor, Pilate. Pilate so conducted himself in Jesus' case
as to make his name forever synonymous with cowardice
and weak character. Though certain of Jesus' innocence
and righteousness (Matthew 27:24), he "released unto
them Barabbas; but Jesus he scourged and delivered to
be crucified" (Matthew 27 :26).
As if this was not the height of abuse, Jesus is then
turned over to foreigners, strangers to the Lord Jehovah
and to all that was holy - the Romans. Let the record
speak again. "Then the soldiers of the governor took
Jesus into the Praetorium, and gathered unto him the
whole band. And they skipJ)€d him, and put on him a
scarlet robe. And they platted a crown of thorns and put
it upon his head, and a reed in his right hand; and they
kneeled down before him, and mocked him, saying, Hail,
King of the Jews! And they spat upon him, and took
the reed and smote him on the head. And when they had
mocked him, they took off from him the robe, and -put
on him his garments, and led him away to crucify him"
(Matthew 27:27-31).
How does one paint scenes like these in all their
pathos and power? But even more overwhelming is the
event to which the Roman soldiers now lead Him. No
picture, no power, no love, no death, no event in all time
can compare with Christ on the cross.
We see Him tormented with wine mingled with gall
a bitter and totally unpalatable substance. Christ is
tricked into drinking it while suffering on the cross
(Matthew 27:34).

As His life ebbs in death, below at His feet strangers
gamble for His clothes. Our Lord who owned no place to
lay His head now is robbed of His only earthly possessions
(Matthew 27:35).
Stripped of His clothes and writhing in pain He is
stared at by the scoffers (Matthew 27 :36). Over His
head is written in derision and ridicule that very truth
which His miracles, yea, His very death on the cross
demonstrated, "THIS IS JESUS THE KING OF THE
JEWS" (Matthew 27:37).
Here on the cross He is labeled a criminal by being
crucified between two known thieves (Matthew 27 :38).
My friends, hell did everything within its evil power
to discredit, disprove; and disarm my powerful Savior!
See Him as He suffers for you and me -- tormented,
robbed, stared at, ridiculed, and labeled. Can you now
ar;preciate the following occurrence? "And about the
ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, saying, Eli, Eli,
lama sabachthani? that is, My God, My God, why hast
thou forsaken me?" (Matthew 27 :46).
With a sigh of welcome relief we read the sweetest
words of Matthew twenty-seven. "Jesus cried again with
a loud voice, and yielded up his spirit" (Matthew 27 :50).
Thank God! His suffering for me is over. His brutal death
at the hands of wicked and cruel men is accomplished.
NOW, there is nothing more they can do to my Savior
who gave all for me! He is dead!

likeness of his death, we shall be also in the likeness of
his resurrection" (Romans 6 :3-5).
No, I can never relegate baptism,
who is penitent of sins and willing to
Christ before men, to the realm of the
non-essential. When I remember Christ's
that baptism unites me with that death
as vital to salvation and necessary to
ance of Christ as Savior!

for the believer
confess faith in
unimportant and
death and know
I must receive it
a proper accept-

Finally, we lift Christ up or demonstrate His death
by participating in the communion or Lord's Supper every
Sunday. Paul reminds us, "For as often as ye eat this
bread, ·and drink the cup, ye proclaim the Lord's death
till he come" (I Corinthians 11 :26).
Others may see a senseless ritual in the remembrance
of Christ's death by use of the "bread'' and "fruit of the
vine" but when I recall what Christ did for me on Calvary I am grateful for the opportunity to observe the
Lord's Supper every first day of the week as the New
Testament Church did (Acts 20 :7).
I know that Christ was correct when He said, "And I,
if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto
myself" (John 12 :32:). Our prayer now is that you will
be attracted to the divine being who was "lifted up" for
the removal of all that threatens our hope for eternity
with God.

Immediately, we are told, the great temple veil in
Jerusalem split into two sections from top to bottom, the
earth trembled, rocks suddenly moved, and "many bodies
of the saints that had fallen asleep were raised'' from
tombs that opened (Matthew 27 :51, 52). Heaven registered its sorrow. God demonstrated His bereavement. All
cre::ition expressed its sympathy.
Today, there are three Biblical methods by which
Christ is lifted up or His death demonstrated. There is,
of course, the preaching of the Gospel which we have
already noticed. Paul calls it the "power of God unto salvation" (Romans 1 :16). I preach that gospel today because of Christ's death just noticed!
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